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Highlights from 30 years of ministry 
1985 – Having been clearly led by the Lord, my husband, Tom and I came into the 

ministry of CEF of Greater New York City after graduating from Moody Bible 

Institute.  We attended CEF’s Children’s Ministry Institute and started raising our 

ministry support. 

1986 – Most of the year was spent raising support 

full time but during the summer we worked in 

NYC teaching children in 5-Day Clubs. 

1987 – Although we had only raised about half our support, Tom and I decided 

to move to NYC in January.  Our first child, Josiah, was born that 

December.  Most of our ministry was in the Holland Hotel, one of the worst of 

the city’s welfare hotels.  I saw an article recently where city officials said “the 

Holland Hotel, which at times housed more than 273 families on welfare, stood 

out even among the squalor of other welfare hotels, for its poor security, 

uncooperative management and unsavory atmosphere a few steps away from 

Times Square.”  From my memory, that description is mild.  In the same article 

a resident said “the hallways and stairwells have been filled…with strangers 

day and night, and fights, muggings, stabbings and shootings have been 

commonplace.”  Praise the Lord we were allowed to be there several times a 

week teaching the children God’s Word.  I think I could write a book about 

what that hotel was like and our experiences there. 

1988 – Most of our ministry was still in the welfare hotels including running a 

second summer of day camp for those children.  Toward the end of the year, 

because the hotels had become a national scandal, the government started to 

close them down.  We wondered what would happen to our ministry. 

1989 – Our ministry expanded with the closing of the welfare hotels.  When the children moved from the midtown 

Manhattan hotel to South Bronx and Harlem and Bed Sty and other parts of the city, we went with them and started 

Good News Clubs in those areas.  Our second son, Micah, was born in November of that year.  

1990 – The years start to run together here but it was about this time that Tom 

started using sports to reach kids that would not come to a traditional Bible 

club.  When we asked kids in Hell’s Kitchen (near Time Square) if they 

wanted to come to a Good News Club, we were laughed at.  After seeing an 

unused roller hockey rink, Tom and other CEF staff started a hockey league.  

The kids were eager to come play hockey even knowing the practices and 

games included Bible study time. 

1991 – My third child, Hannah, was born in June that year on the first day 

of summer missionary training.  I took her with me every week to a 

correctional facility for girls ages 12 – 17 where I held a Bible study.  When 

the staff tried to force the girls to attend, they resisted but when the staff backed 

down, almost every girl came.  I stopped taking Hannah with me when the 

satanic influence among the girls living at that facility scared her even as an 

infant.  God is stronger and this ministry continued for many years.   
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1992 – Sports was a great ministry outreach tool during these years in the early 

90’s.  Tom ran a basketball league in Washington Heights for almost 100 teen 

boys living in that upper Manhattan area.  Tom was the league organizer, coach for 

all teams, referee for all the games and Bible teacher.  Every year during Spring 

break, he took about eight guys from the league on a trip to the south or Midwest.  

It was a great discipleship time as he traveled with them, visiting supporting 

churches and playing basketball.  

1993 – My daughter, Elizabeth, was born at 

the beginning of this year (about two years later we started calling her Libby 

because I was tired of correcting people that her name wasn’t Liz).  Every 

summer we took children from NYC to Camp Good News in New Hampshire.  

1994 – We had a big outreach to the children in our Staten Island neighborhood 

with Good News Club, 5-Day Club and 

holiday party clubs.  We had fun with 

the whole neighborhood dressing all the 

children for an outdoor, live nativity 

scene.  

1995 – This was a year of major change 

for our family.  At the beginning of the 

year, my husband Tom became the 

Metro Director of CEF of Greater 

New York City.  He didn’t have much 

time to do this job because by May he 

was diagnosed with cancer.  Tom spent the next five months fighting to get 

well and trying to lead the ministry.  Most of that time he was in the hospital.  

October 11 God took him to heaven.  Within a few weeks, I was asked to be 

the interim director for CEF of NYC and did that for the next three years. 

1996 – The next years were spent in ministry while trying to adjust to life without 

husband and daddy.  Tom and I had always taken our children all over the city to 

minister with us but now everything truly was an entire 

Maddox family event.  In 1996, CEF of Greater New York 

City held its first annual Children’s Ministry Conference.  

1997 –We loved hosting ministry teams from Indiana who 

came to love on my family and to help us reach NYC’s 

children with the Gospel.  My parents moved from Kenya, 

Africa to Staten Island to be near their grandchildren and to 

be a help to me. 

1998 – Mike Velardo came to NYC to be the Metro Director 

and I became the Staten Island Ministry Coordinator and 

Mike’s administrative assistant. 

1999 – A highlight for our family during these years was attending and working at Camp Good 

News in Maine for a week each summer.  My children started out as campers and became 

counselors as they got old enough.  I was the camp missionary and archery instructor.    

2000 – 2004 – These were the early 

years of my children becoming preteens 

and teenagers.  The older they got the 

more involved in the ministry they 

became as helpers and then teachers.  

They helped at the Chinese children’s 

retreats at Hofstra University, Good 

News Clubs, Camp Good News, special 



events, etc.  As teens, they spent many summers working as summer missionaries teaching 5-Day Clubs.  In 2001, 

the Supreme Court ruled that CEF has the right to use public school buildings for Good News Clubs on the same 

basis that they allowed any other group use the facility. 

2005 – The After-school Good News Club started in Staten Island.  It took a 

letter from a lawyer explaining the Supreme Court ruling but once the 

principal said yes, we were able to hold the club in that school for seven or 

eight years.     

2006 – One of the great pleasures of 

ministering in NYC is teaching children of so 

many different cultures and backgrounds. 

2007 – One of my favorite answers to 

prayer came when I had a burden to reach 
Liberian children on Staten Island.  I tried 

and tried to start a Good News Club with a 

contact I had in their community.  Months went by with no success.  I was out of 

ideas so I drove around the area of Staten Island where many West African 

children live and asked God to please let me start a club somewhere in the area.  

I went home and opened the newspaper.  On the front page was a picture of a 

cute little girl looking out an open door and an article about the Liberian 

Cultural Center right in the area where I had been driving.  I knew it was not a 

coincidence!  I went to the center the next day and knocked on the door.  No 

answer.  Knocked again and still no answer.  I got brave, opened the door and 

walked into an empty kitchen.  I saw another door on the other side of the room.  

Knocking on that door got the attention of the director of the center.  He was 

thrilled at the prospect of me starting a weekly club with the children.  Many 

heard the Gospel for the first time there including Muslim children.   

2008 – After being the Metro Director for 10 years, Mike Velardo took a job at a 

church in Manhattan.  One of my coworkers and I, Phil, co-led for about a year.  

2009 – I was asked by CEF headquarters to start the 

yearlong process to become the Metro Director for 

CEF of Greater NYC and my son, Josiah, became 

our Brooklyn Ministry Coordinator. 

2010 – I officially became the Metro Director, Josiah 

married Josie, and I adopted my sweet little dog, 

Charlie. 

2011 – A highlight of this year was the citywide 

Easter party we held at Calvary Baptist Church in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manhattan with games, a clown, a basketball dribbler, 

and of course a clear presentation of the Gospel.  

Many children responded and prayed to receive Christ 

that day. 
 

2012 – My church, Salem 

Church, supplied back- 

packs and school supplies  

to give to the children in  

the CEF office neighbor- 

hood.  Families lined up  

down the street to get the 

backpacks.  We invited the  

children to a follow-up Back-to-

School party.   

Evangelistic parties were very 

successful at the office although 

a weekly Good News Club took 

a long time to get interest. 
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Ministry support can be sent for Betsy (project M) to: 
CEF of Greater New York City, 

PO Box 140220, Staten Island, NY 10314 

2013 – This was a tough year physically with two surgeries and a pulmonary 

embolism but still a great year with the birth of my grandson, Thomas.  

Ministry continued even with more than 80 medical appointments that year.   

2014 – My beautiful granddaughter, Kasey, was born in the middle of this 

difficult year.  After a physically tough 2013, 2014 was hard emotionally and 

spiritually.  God is always faithful and even though I spent much of the year 

angry and grieving over the past, He loved and blessed.  The CEF of NYC board 

of directors let me take a much needed sabbatical November and December.  

Part of the time I traveled by myself to North Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee.  

I was nervous going on that trip because I wanted so badly to reconnect with 

God and wasn’t sure He wanted to reconnect with me.  I was afraid I would 

return home the same as when I left.  My fears were unfounded because God 

filled every single day with Himself!   

In 2014, a supporting church in Georgia, Oakland Heights Baptist, began 

sending ministry teams to work with us for a week in the summer.  What 

a blessing!  They come prepared to teach 5-Day Clubs with our summer 

missionaries (some pictured left) and staff.  Working with teams like this 

is a help and an encouragement. 

2015 – Praise God this has been a year of healing.  Hard things continue 

to happen in ministry and in my personal life but God has wrapped me in 

His arms and kept me in His Word. 

We were finally able to start the Good News Club at the CEF office.  The 

only way we 

could get the 

neighborhood children to come was to attract them with 

art classes and science classes.  Once they realized it was 

a fun place to be, some started to attend the weekly Good 

News Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise the Lord for 30 YEARS!!                                    

                              When my husband died in 1995, many people          

                                assumed I would pack up my little children and go 

“home” to the Midwest.  I even had some beautiful offers of help to start a new life.  I thought about it and quickly 

decided God didn’t just call my husband to New York City, He called me also.  So, we stayed and here we are at 30 

years.  It hasn’t always been easy, or should I say it’s never been easy, but as I remember telling my husband after a 

particularly hard day with the children at the welfare hotel, “God didn’t call us to be successful.  He called us to 

be faithful.”                                                                                                            
 

To God be the glory,  

 

Betsy Maddox 
 

Betsy Maddox 
Metro Director

In September this year, 

my dad died.  He was a 

great listener, adviser, 

prayer warrior and my 

biggest fan.  I miss him.                               
 



 


